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4. Viet Minh admits discontent within its r:anks (page 4). 

EASTERN EUROPE 

5. R ankovic visiting Western European countries (page 5). 
6. us warns Yugoslavia of dangers in establishment of Albanian refugee 

committee (page 6). 
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7. Franco's present position believed secure (page 6). 
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4. Viet MiJD1.h admits ~iscoptent wUMn Us ranks~ 

An offfohtl broadcast of 6 June by the Demo­
cratiic Republic of Vietnam (DRV) reproved its 
mUUary "Cadrens~' fo,r not appreciating the ob­
stacles to victory and.f01,r oot tmderstandfng 
th,~lr d.ooo ailfaneer with the world Communist 
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movement for peace against the "imperialist warmongers. " In the case of 

rank .. and-file troops, a certtlin lack of combativeness was criticized. 

Comment; On previous occasions the central 

authorities of the DRV have
1
indulged in "criticism and self-criticism." 

However, they have never before come so close to admitting the existence 

of dis_.eontent and war-weariness at the lower echelons and among the rank-

~nd-file., 
~:--------:--::--------c-------c-::------------c-------=c---~--~-=----~-~~-~~~ 

The admission that the source of discontent ts the implementation of inter -

national Communist as opposed to nationalist policies is especially sig­

nificant Probably only a continuing suspicion of French intransigence on 

the issue of independence prevents large-scale defections from the Viet 

Minh. 

EASTERN EUROPE 

I 
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5. Rankovic visiting Wes.tern European couP,Q:~ 
3.3(h)(2) 

Yugoslav Minister of Interior Rankovic has 
left Belgrade on a vacation trip o( several weeks 
to Switzerlan.dy France, Belgium, Holland and . 
the UK. Ambassador Allen in Belgrade had been 

informed that Rankovic was urged to make the trip by leading Politburo mem­

bers in the belief that he should become better acquainted with western life. 

Since Rankovic is genei;-ally regarded as responsible for the repressive 

measures of the regime, Allen beUeves thafc THo also felt the visit would en­

able Western officials to form a better imprressi.on by meeting him, since he 

is personally affable artd milo1,.mannered, AUen notes that Rankovic has been 

endeavoring recently to overcome the securUy police stigma. · 3.3(h)(2) 
I 

,-------------__ ____.C~om~m ... e"""n..,.t.~ I ' I 

~----~--:-:------:------:-::-----==-~__J Since the beginning of 1951 there have been 
numerous visits to the West by high-ranking Yugoslav vi.sitors. These visits 

probably have several objectives~ (1) to gain internal mppbrt for the regime 

among non-Communists by demonstrating the close association of the West 

with the present leadership; (2) to make the regime more palatable to the 

West by bringing Yugoslav leaders into direct contact with Western officials; 

and (3) to promote closer ties between Yugoslav Communis~ and Western 

Socialism. 
= 5 -
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6. us warn, "Y;!:119ffl.~il'hl,9f,,<Janc~r§ in f:§itibli§hment of Albanian refugee com ... 
mtttle: · · · · 

The Department of State has informed Ambas­
. sador Allen in Belgrade that the recent estab­
u,mnent of an Albanian refugee committee in 

3.5(c) 

.. · Yugoslavia runs counter to basic US interests 
in the area. The o,partm.ent fears that this action may lead to a direct 
conflict Qf interests ~twe~n Yugoslavia and the US. Ambassador Allen is 
instruet~d to point out tQ the Yugoslav Government that~ Uthe activities 
of All;)anlan ~.xU,~ illlt the ;West, as alleged by Yugoslavia9 are Ukely to pro­
voke a Soviet mQV'i! against Yu,goslavia, the danger is obvivmsl:t much great­
er when such activtty t~ ~ponsored by the Yugoslavs themselves. The US 
Governµ,.ent i~ therffQJ;e ~Qncerned over the possibility that Yugoslav 
creation of an Alba.ntan ~~le o;rganization may heightern telDlsions in the area. 

. . Comment: J,.s late as 12 JUlllle a Yugoslav For-
eign Q(ftce ~etal' Jteiterated to· Ambassador, Allen his governmenti s con­
cern regar~titg we,t~nm ~upport of resis$u.ce activities in A!bania on the 
grounds th~t ~ittii1tbances there would give Bulgaria an excuse to intervene 
under the B9lgai;b\Jl-i:Al~anian Mutual Assistance Pacto . 

wisT:roRN EUROPE 

'1. Fr ans;:p ':s I IP's~e"t 12s Jt,to_n I l!l~eved secure: 
; • . '1'' ' : '· •' . ' 

' 

The UK foreign Office crnnicurs irn an estimate 3-5(c) 
from the British Embassy i.TIT! Madrid that Franco 

· will remain in power much lom1ger tharm h~:me~~ 
mies pretiict and that if he is overthrown it will 
m9re likely be by a military junta than by his 
tfineffectual political oppomrnts. " The US Am­
bassadQr in Madrid agrees with this estimate 
aµd states that the diminutim1 of the strike move-

ment, along with the virtual certainty of good harvests and the hope of an ad­
ditional E~ott"Impc>rt Bank loan for wheat, makes Francovs posUio:n seem 
firm. · · 
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Cgm,u,.,Qnt, CQntip.uation of Army support would 
tnable Franco tQ remain tn J>Qwer tndeftnitely. The principal non-Commun­
ist oppo~iticm fQrces, aware that tile peac~ful cltange of regime they desire 
can be ett~cted only by the A·rmy, hope that the strike movement can be con­
Unued a.pd that it can be 11u1.qe sufficiently ~f{ective to convince the Army 
that a change i~ es$ential. The n.~t eff~ct of tile strike movement on Franco's 
poUttcal po~ttion ts not clear at thls thue, but there is considerable evidence 
that the ChuJ."ch is becqming increastngly outsp0ken in its criticism of the 
re¢me, especl-.lly of its press anc,l labor controls. 
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